
MINUTES OF A RmULAR MEETING 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 

Torranoe, California 
May 2.7, 1941 . 

The City Council of the City of Torranoe oonvened in a Reg­
ular Meeting in the Council Chamber, City Hall, Torrance, Calif­
ornia, on Tuesday, May 27, 1941 at 7~45 PtM. 

Mayor McGuire called the meeting to order. 

Clerk Bartlett called the roll, those answering present being 
Councilmen: Babcock, . Murray, Powell and McGuire. Absent: Council­
men: Hi tchcock. 

COUJlo11man Murray mmved that the minutes of a Regular Meeting 
held May 1:3, 1941, of an M.journed Regular Meeting held May 19, 1941 
and of an Adjourned Regular Meeting held May 20, 1941 be approved 
as written. Counc1lman Powell seconded the motion, which was car­
ried unanimously. 

IRI'ITXN COMMUNICATIONS 

A oommunication was read 1'rom the Walteria Civic Organiza.tion, 
requesting street signs o~ the north ud south side of Pacific Coast 
Highway on Neece Avenue in walteria • 

. Councilman Babcock. moved that the request be referred to the 
Polioe pepartment for action if necessary.. Councilman Murray 
second.ed the motion, whioh was c:arried by the following roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hi tchoook. 

J. conmmnioatiop was read from the Gardena Valley Chamber of 
Commerce, registering opposition to any and all attempts that might 
be made for the establiawment of an indigent camp on the Alondra 
Park sit.e. It was urged that the City Council adopt a resolution 
opposing any such move, and that the Board of Supervisors be advised 
of said action. 

COunoilman Powell moved that the communication be conourred 
in and that the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors be advised 
to this effeot. Counoilman Murray seconded the motion, whieh .wss 
carried unanimously. 

A. communication was read from the County of Los Angeles Board 
of Supervisors, advising that allocations had been author;1.z.ed from 
the Special Assessment Relief Fund (1940-4l) tor relief of the 
following ad valorem special assessment .districts within the limits 
ot the City of TOrrance. 

County A. & I. 

COunty A. & I. 

District 

District No. 122 
(ElectriC street) 
District No. 213 
(Prairie Avenue) 

Presented as matter of record. 

Amount ot 
Allocation 

$2..,774.48 

.2,539.98 

A communication was read from Louis J. Sauter, Director, 
Torrance High School Band, extending appreciation for cooperation 
given by the C1ty CounCil, and particularly Councilman Powell. 

A communication was read from the Junior Class of Torrance 
High School, extending appreciation for the use of the CiviC 

D.l 



Auditorium. tor the .Tunior-Senior Prom held May 22, 1941 and com­
mending O. D. Butterfidd, City Eleotrician and .1~8 Brcdie for 
cooperation and assistanoe given while arrangements were being 
made and during the Prom. 

A communication was read from the state Relief Administration, 
Los Angeles County, proposing that the City of Torranoe assume trans­
portation costs of relief olients from the Los Angeles or san Pedro 
areas, said workers. to be assigned to the Torrance projeot, there 
not being enough men a.va.11able in the Torranoe area for the project. 

Councilman Babcook moved that the communication be referred to 
the C1 ty Council as. a whole for further study. Councilman Murray 
seconded the mot1on, wh1ch was carr1ed unanimously. 

A communicat1on was read from W11liam R. Vickroy, 1827 South 
Grand Avenue, San Pedro, requesting permit to sell· fireworks from 
July 1, to 4, 1941 on 101 Highway, North side, west of Lomita. 

councilman Baboock moved that the request be granted. Council­
man Murray seoonded the motion, which was carried unan1~usly. 

A communication was read from Dale Riley, Superintendent of 
Recreation, requesting that -a new stand be ereoted at the south 
end of the Baseball Bleaohers at an approximate cost of $60.00 
for material, the American Legion to furnish all labor therefor. 

Counc1lman Murray moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
- $60.00 be made for material to erect a stand at the south end of the 
Baseball Bleachers at the Municipal Park. Councilman Babcock 
seoonded the motion, which wa .. carried by the rollowing roll call 
vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and 1IoGuire. 
NOES: COUNCILMEN:: None... ABSHNT: COUNCIIMEN: H1 tchcoc1C;' 

. A eommunication was read from The Texas Company, enclosing 
cheek tor $SZ.93 in full payment of amounts due as franchise earn-
1ngs under Ordinance Nos. 117, 884, 1129 and 1377 for the period 
January 1, 1940 to December 31, 1940 inolusive. 

Presented a8 matter of record. 

At 8:00 P.M., Clerk Bartlett opened bid from Shell 011 COm­
pany, being bid for franchise and pri v11ege heretofore applied for 
by s.1d corporation, said franchise and privilege far whioh bid 1s 
made being fully described in Resolution No. 1436 adopted by the -
City Counoi1 Apr11 8, 1941. A certified check in the amount of 
$500.00 accompanied the bid for franchise as per notice of sale 
published in the Torrance Herald on April 10, 17 and 24, 1941 and 
on May 1, 1941. 

Councilman Babcook moved that the bid of Shell 011 Company be 
aocepted. Counai1man Murray seoonded the mot1on, which was oarr1ed 
by the tollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babeock, 
Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: 
COUNCILMEN: H1 thcock. 

Clerk Bartlett presented and read title tol 

RESOLUTION NO. 1451 

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
TORRANCE, CALIFORNIA, SELLING AND AWARDING 
FRANCHISE AND APPROVING BOND. 

COunoilman Babcook moved that Resolution No. 1451 be adopted. 
COuncilman Murray seconded the motion, which "as carried by the 
following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcoc.k, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOESr COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: Hitchcock. 

Clerk Bartlett presented aDd read title to: 

ORDINANCE NO. 328 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE, 
CALIFORNIA, GRANTING TO SHELL OIL COMPANY, 
INCORPORATED, A CORPORATION, A FRANCHISE 
TO LAY, CONSTRUCT, MAINTAIN, OPERATE, 



-
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REPAIR, RENEW, . CHANGE THE SIZE OF, mD 
REMOVE A PIPE LINE FOR THE TRANSPORTATION 
OF PETROLEUM, OIL, AND LIQ,UID HYDROCARBON 
PRODUCTS THEREOF" AND GAS, OR ANY THEREOF, 
IN, UNDER, ALONG AND ACROSS CERTAIN PUBLIC 
STREETS, HIGHWAYS AND ALLEYS IN SAID CITY. 

Attorney MoCall gave a brief outline of the ordinance. 

Councilman Babcock moved that further reading of Ordinance 
No. 328 be dispensed with. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 
which was oarried unanimously. 

CQ,une1lman Babcock moved that Ordinance No. 328 be adopted 
for first reading. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: A"YES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock. . 

Clerk Bartlett presented for final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 326 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
CRlUTING AND ESTABLISHING A CIVIL 
SERVICE SYSTEM FOR SAID, CITY. 

Counoilman Babcock moved that further reading of Ordinanoe No. 
326 be dispensed wi.th. Counoilman Murray seconded the motion, whioh 
was car~ied. unanimously. 

Councilman Babcock moved that Ordinanoe No. 326 be a~opted for 
final reading. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was 
carried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Babuoolc, Murray, Powell and McGuire. NORS: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hi tohcook. 

Mr. Klusman objeoted to the City Judge being placed under 
Civil Service. Att.orney McCall referred to Chapter 48 of the 
Statutes of 1935, granting authority t .o the legislative body of any 
oity Within the State of California to enaot Civil Service Ordin­
ances. He mentioned that practically all City Judges in the State 
are under Civil Service. 

Mr. Klusman's objeotion was voioed between the time the motion 
was made and seoonded. 

Clerk Bartlett. presen.ted for final reading: 

ORDINANCE NO. 32'1 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF TORRANCE 
AUTHORIZING THE SALE OF CITY OWNED 
REAL PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR PROCEDURE 
TO BE FOLLOWED IN SUCH SALES. 

Counoilman Ba'bcock moved that further re~1ng of Ordinance 
No. 32'1 be dispensed with. Councilman Powell , seconded the motion, 
which was carried unanimously. 

Council.J:nan Babcock m9ved that Ordinance No. 327 be adopted 
for final reading. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which 
was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: 
Baboock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. 
ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: H1tohcock. 



Clerk Bartlett presented and read title to: 

RESOLUTION NO. 1452 

A BESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNC n. OF THE 
CITY OF TORRANCE CHANGING THE NAME OF A 
PORTION OF CARSON STREET TO EL PRADO. 

Counoilman Baboock moved that Resolution No. 1452 be adopted. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 'Which was carried by the . 
f'ollowing roll call vote: Ans: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray; 
Powell and MoGuire. NOES: COUNCII.MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN; Hitohoook. 

A petition bearing fifty-two signatures was read, inquiring 
what requirements are necessary to secure installation of side­
waJ,~s, ourbs and gutters to include tive blocks on Neece Avenue 
from 840th Street to Newton Street and tbree blocks on LosCodoDas 
Street in Walteria. 

COUllollman Babcock moved that the petition be ref'erred to 
Attorney McCall. Councilman Powell seconded the motion, which was 
carried unanimously. 

A communication DS readtrom Louis H. Burke, Legal Counsel 
f'or the League of' California C1ties, in answer to Attorney McCall's 
letter in whioh he asked Mr. Burke's opinion as to the inter­
pretation placed upon the language at section 852 of' the Munioipal 

, Corporations Act. In regard to whether or not an appointive 
of'ficer is entitled to notice bef'ore discharge, and whether, if'he 
is not given notice, he is entitled to thi~ty days pay, Mr. Burke 
advised that, in his opinion, f'romthe strict wording of the sec­
tion authorizing the appointment of' city of'f'ioers and employees 
that the language "at the pleasure of the city-council" (ref'erring 
to .the term of' appointment) prevails over any of' the presumptions 
whioh generally apply to employmeD.-t contracts. In view of this 
f'act, he stated, an appointed of'f'ioer ot the city of the sixth 
class whose off'ice is vacated is entitled to compensation only up 
to the time that the office is declared vacant. He said that, 
regarding the question about vacation pay, most cities accord an 
of'rioer suoh vacation leave as he has actually earned on a pro 
rata basis up to the time of his discharge, which is handled. by 
having the vacancy take etfect at the end ot the vacation period 
but relieviBg him from his duties immediately. 

Attorney Mccall attached a note to the communication, advising 
that h. ooncurred in the opinion of' Mr. Burke. 

A communication was read trom Logan R. Cotton, regarding "an 
apparent misunderstanding regarding the accounts and records of 
the Municipal water Department with partioular ref'erence to an 
aocount classif'ied as an Unolassif'ied Investment of' $35,000.00 
which was set up on the books when the Water Department was pur­
chased. 1t 

Mr. Cotton explained that the aJlX)unt represented difference 
between the engineer's apparaised value and the actual amount paid 
rar tbe water system. Mr. Cotton added that, in his opinion, the 
Mun101pal Water Distriot in the 01 ty- of Torranoe is e1'1''101ently and 
effeotively operated and that the books and records of the depart­
ment are accurately and eff'iciently kept. 

Councilman Powell remarked that the letter was probably in 
reply to statements made by him at the meeting o'f May 13, 1941 at 
which time, reading from the May 13, 1941 minutes, Councilman Powell 
stated as f'ollows: "There is another case that I am very much 
interested in. In the purchase of the local water system, there 
was about $38,000.00 that was not classified. Every other item of 



the deal R ,S c~as.sified showing what the money was spent for. That 
is a lot of money not to be classified. and I would like to know 
what it went for." 

Counc1lman Powell pointed out that he had not at any time, by 
direct statements or int'erences, criticized the present management 
of the Municipal Water Department. 

He declared further that the letter submitted by Mr. Cotton 
does Dot in any way classify the amount of money in question. He 
added that, with all due regard to Mr. Cotton, he (Councilman 
Powell) is of the opinion that someone other than an auditor should 
investigate the matter thoroughly to determine what the $35,000.00 
was spent for. 

Mr. Klusman said the engineer's. appraised value of the water 
Company has no bearing on the question of what the $35,000.00 was 
sPent, :for. He contended that 'actual cash had been depOSited in tho 
bank. in the amount abovementioned, and said it should have been 
classified. , He charged that the amount had been ttunclassified" at 
approximately the time Mr. Stanger became Manager of the water De­
partment, and asserted further that Mr. Rambo, former C1ty Aulitor, 
had -unclassified" the amount at this time. He demanded a state­
ment of the unclassified items the money represents. He remarked 
"it 1s tunny - we have an auditor - had an aud1tor. that aud1t, 
quarterly. We have a 'Mayor that has to Sign every bill. Mr. Bartlett 
signs the bills. The City Treasurer signs the bills and still they 
don't know where the money is." 

Mr. W. H. Tolson. former Mayor, stated that Mr. Cotton's letter 
clarif1ed the question which arose regarding the account carried as 
"Unclass1fied Investment... He expla1ned that the f1gure represent­
ed the d1fference between the Engineer's apprai sed value of , 't:he 
flater Dep~ment's physical assets and the amount paid by the C1ty 
for the Water Department, less approximately $'1,000,00 (mentioned 
in Mr. Cotton's letterl in outstanding aocounts payable which the 
01ty asswmed. He pointed out that, as in purohasing any business, 
a certain ~ount is paid for what he ter.med Wgood Willa. 

CouncilIne.D. Mwrrey said his understanding was t.hat $18,000.00 
was set up on the books for good will and organization and asked 
why, if suoh is the case, tbe $35,000.00 had not been inoluded in 
the -good will~ setup. 

Mr. Klusman asked why t18,000.00 had been paid for good will. 
Mr. Powell said that he felt. satisfied with the aooount classed as 
good W1~1, but that he still wishes to know what the $35;000.00 or 
so represents. 

At the request of Mr. Tolson, Mayor MoGuire re-read the com­
munioation from Logan R. Cotton. 

Atter prolonged diSCUSSion, Councilman Baboook moved that the 
matter be referred to the City Couno1l as a whole for thorough 
investigation; that the first audit made, af'ter purchase of the 
water Department be studied carefully in an effort to offer a satis­
factory explanation to the publio as 11.0 preobely what the $35,000.00 
in question represents. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, 
whioh ,was carried unanimously. ' 

Counoilman Babcock moved that the communioation from Logan R. 
Cotton be filed. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, whioh was 
oarr1ed unanimously. 

Councilman Murray suggested that the former City Auditor~ Mr. 
C. J. Rambo, be contaoted and asked to meet with the Council qn 
this matter, remar~ing that ~if he didn't know what it was spent. 
for, how do we expect , Mr. Cotton to know, who comes along ,five or 
s1x years later. He (Mr. Cottonl knows the money was spent as an 
unclassified asset, but what for -- that is something he doesn't 
knOll. It 
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Olerk Bartlett was instructed to .contact Mr. C. J. Rambo, 
former City Auditor, and request him to meet with the City Council 
regarding an account in the water Department book~ listed as WOn­
classified Investment-, there being some question regarding what this 
amount represents. . 

It was also suggested that as many men as possible who were 
serving on the City Council at the time the Water Department was 
purchased be contacted and asked to meet with the present City 
Council for discussion of this matter. 

COuncilman Powell moved that an appropriation o~ not to ex­
ceed $64.00, plus sales tax, be made for purohase of 24 signs to be 
affixed to street light poles. Councilman Murray seoonded- the 
mot10n, - which was carried by the following roll call vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and MoGuire. NOES: · COUNCIL­
MEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hitchcock. 

Councilman Powell moved that the oollection of all fines and 
. monies pertaining to the City Court, <lity of Torranoe, be turned 
over to City Judge John. A. Shidler, and that he turn over all 
monies collected to the City Treasurer and obtain receipts there­
for. Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was e;arried by 
the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray. 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCIL­
MEN: Hitchcock. 

Councilman Powell moved that City Attorney McCall be authoriz.ed 
and instructed to begin legal proceedings to collect $339.00 from 
Robert F. Lessing, former City Judge, which amount, Mr. Powell 
stated, represents fines collected but not turned over to the City 
Clerk, according to the audit report rendered recently by L.ogan R. 
Cotton, City ~itor, which report was read at a regular meeting 
of the Cit:y Council held May 13, 1941. Councilman Murray sec(!)ndad 
the motion, which was carried by the following roll call vote: 
AYES: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and MoGu1re. NOES: 
COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: Hi tchcoek, 

Councilman Baboeek moved that Police COmmissioner Powell and 
Fire Chief McMaster be authoJ:ized to attend the Fire Chief's meet­
ing at Oceanside June 7, and 8, 1941, expenses paid. Councilman 
~ray seconded the motion, which was carried by the following roll 
call vote: ~: COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. 
NOES: _ CQUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNC ILMEN: Hi tchc 0 ok. 

Mayor McGuire announoed that $8,05~.OO had been received ~rom 
the Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors ~or purchase of property 
on Cabrlllo Avenue, which property.is owned by the PaCifio Electric 
Rail.way Company, and that. said amount ha'd been forwarded to Pacit'ic 
Electric Rail.way Company per agreement. 

Mayor McGuire. moved that an appropriation of not to exceed 
19Q.00 be made ~or repairs to the International truck for the. Street 
Depa.rtment. 8ounoilman Murray seconded the motion,which was carried 
by the following roll call vote: AYES: COUNaJ:IIEN: Babcock, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire. NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitchcock. 

Mayor McGuire moved that an appropriation {)f not to exceed 
$55.00 b.e made for purohase of an adding machine for the Torrance 
Municipal Bus Line. Department. Councilman Powell seconded the 
motion, which was oarried by the following roll oall vote: AYES: 
COUNCILMEN: Babcock, Murray, Powell and McGuire. l{OBS: COUNCIL­
MEN:. None. ABSENT': COUNCILMEN: Hi tchooek. 



Mayor MoGuire announced that $8,055.00 had been reoeived f'rom ) repeat­
the Los Angeles Oounty Board of' SUpervisors for purohase ot property led, see 
on Oabr1l1o Avenue, Whioh property is oWIled by the Pacifio Electric )page 
Railway Oompany, and that said amount had been forwarded to Pacific } 56 
Electric Railway Oompany per agreement. } 

ORAL OOMM~NICATIONS 

Mrs. Gonner of North Torranoe advised that she felt the persons 
who are circulat1ng petitions to obtain signatures to recall Oouncil­
men Powell, Babcock and Murray are using unfair tactics, inasmuch as, 
she stated, the North Torrance residents who have recently suffered 
a water shortage due to collapse of the Orown water eompany have been 
told by the petition circulators that they can obtain the needed 
water only if the three Councilmen are recalled, when, in reality, 
she continued, the entire Oouncil has cooperated to the fullest extent 
in endeavoring to solve this problem. 

Mr. Klusman advised that the Pacific Electric Railway Oompany 
had formerly asked a much higher price for the Cabrillo Avenue right 
of way, but that, partly due to his efforts in protesting purchase, 
the City had been able to secure the right of way for the low price 
of $8,055.00 as reported by Mayor McGuire. 

A lady in the assemblage asked that an ordinance be enacted 
prohibiting keeping of ducks in the City of Torrance. She was advised 
by Councilman Babcock that an ordinanoe is being drafted on this 
matter at the present time. 

Mr. I. J. Hallanger expressed appreCiation, on behalf of the 
Torrance City Employees Association, f'or passage of Ordinance No. 
326, the Civil Service Ordinanoe. 

Mr. Buxton presented additional petitions to the one already on 
tile requesting that Torrance Boulevard be paved its entire width in 
preference to leaving a parkway in the oenter. 

Mr. John Holm remarked that, inasmuch as Torrance Boulevard 
will steadily develop into a bUSiness street, it would be very ad­
vstagaous to have it paved1ts entire width as requested. 

Councilman Babcock moved all bills properly audited be paid. 
Councilman Murray seconded the motion, which was carried by the 
f'ollowing roll call vote: AYES: COUNCILMm: Babcock, Murray, 
Powell and McGuire, NOES: COUNCILMEN: None. ABSENT: COUNCILMEN: 
Hitchcock. 

At 9:00 P.M., upon motion of' Councilman Baboock, seconded by 
Councilman Murray, the meeting adjourned to June 3, 1941 at 5:00 P.M. 

APPROVED: 

Jnw -J-,lJ; ~ 
Mayor of the City of Torrance 


